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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To eliminate background at high speed 
without necessitating preliminary scanning by sampling a 
picture element for each line of a digital picture 
signal and using its mean value as a background density 
and using a threshold level obtained by adding a 
predetermined offset to the background density, thereby 
eliminating the background for each line. 

CONSTITUTION: A picture element sampling means 1 
samples a picture element for a predetermined interval 
from a picture signal by one line. An average 
calculation means 2 obtains a mean value of picture 
elements by one line sampled. An offset adder means 3 
adds a predetermined offset to the obtained mean value 
to decide a threshold level. Then a background 
eliminating means 4 sets all signals smaller than the 
threshold level to '0* in an inputted picture signal to 
provide an output thereby eliminating the background. 
Thus, the background is eliminated while revising the 
threshold level for each line to unnecessitate 
preliminary scanning. 
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